
 

 
 
 
 
 

17 April 2018 
 
 
Committee Secretary 
Senate Standing Committees on Rural and Regional Affairs and Transport 
Department of the Senate 
PO Box 6100 
Parliament House 
CANBERRA ACT 2600 
AUSTRALIA 
 
 
Dear Committee Secretary,  
 
 

Road Vehicle Standards Bill 2018 and Related Bills 
 
The AADA offers broad support for this Bill. The development of this legislation 
follows a long and thorough consultation process and the substance of the reforms 
have evolved to a stage where this legislative package represents a balanced and 
sensible proposal.  
 
However, we are conscious that much of the detail will be in the rules and 
regulations underpinning this Bill and we will be working closely with the Government 
in ensuring that these are in accordance with the policy intent of the Bill.  
 
The Committee will hear arguments from industry bodies who would like to see an 
expansion of second-hand car imports. The reality is that the Government has 
definitively ruled this out through its response to the Competition Policy Review when 
it decided not to allow for the widespread importation of second-hand cars. The 
Government’s justification cited two factors - concerns over consumer protection and 
community safety.  

The Committee will also hear claims that this legislation and the draft rules will make 
used car import arrangements even more restrictive. This is not the case. The 
Government is making changes to the Specialist and Enthusiast Vehicle Scheme, a 
scheme which allows importers to bring in vehicles which are truly specialist and 
enthusiast in nature.  

A mainstream used vehicle import scheme should not be conflated with a scheme 
which allows concessions against vehicle standards to facilitate the importation of 
vehicles which are specialist and enthusiast in nature. This scheme was never 
designed to allow for the import of mainstream used vehicles, as this will lead to an 
ageing fleet which runs counter to established Government policy goals of improving 



 
 
 
 
 
 
road safety, reducing vehicle emissions and bringing down energy costs for 
consumers. 

It should also be noted that through the course of consultation, the proposed 
Specialist and Enthusiast Vehicle Scheme has made a number of significant 
concessions to the registered automotive workshops and used vehicle importers. 
These include: 

• The reduction in the time which a vehicle manufacturer has to obtain a type 
approval for a vehicle from 18 months to 3 months 

• Removal of vehicle caps for registered automotive workshops 
• Significant changes to a number of the criteria and thresholds under the SEVs 

scheme (performance and rarity) 
• Development of an additional camper van category 
• Allowing for the importation of people movers brought in under a loophole in 

the old arrangements for an additional 2 years 

The AADA does not necessarily agree with all of these changes, but have agreed to 
support the legislation as a whole and aknowledge that this represents a balanced 
package of reforms.   

The AADA will pay close attention to the rules and regulations as they are devloped, 
but we would argue against a loosse definition of “variant” and against any further 
softening of the SEVs categories and thresholds.  

For further information I refer you to the submission we developed for the 
consultation on the Road Vehicle Standards Bill at Attachment A.   

I thank you for considering our submission. Please feel free to contact James 
Voortman on 0452 535 696 or jvoortman@aada.asn.au if you have any questions. 
 

Yours Sincerely,  

 

David Blackhall 
Chief Executive Officer 
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